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   Family engagement opportu-
nities were abounding at 
Young Horizons this fall.  
Jumpstart’s Read for the Re-
cord and Family Fun Day were 
held on the same day.  
 

  Parents had the opportunity 
to experience the classroom 
from their child’s perspective 
and play with the toys their 
children use daily AND read 
The Bear Ate Your Sandwich, 
the selected book for this 
year’s Read for the Record. 
This national event puts books 
in the hands of more children 
across the country as part of 
the world’s largest shared 
reading experience.  

   The Family Fun day  is an  
opportunity for families to  
experience the joy their  
children have as they play to-
gether. Blocks, playdough, arts 
and crafts, dancing, jumping 
rope, painting and a cooking 
experience were all part of the 
fun teachers planned for this 
event. Parents enjoyed being 
“children again” as they en-
gaged in these activities.  
 

  All activities of this nature are 
intended to give parents tools 
and resources to play, read 
and stay physically active with 
their children at home. This is 
the beginning of a lifelong love 
of learning through play. 

Family Fun Day and Read for the Record 
Reading and Fun for all 

The Peace Fund Comes to Young Horizons 
Adrian Paul Instills a Love of Reading 

 
   The Peace Fund, led by actor Adrian Paul (star of Highlander) set aside some time to stop by our centers to instill a 
love of reading at an early age. The organization has been working with various schools and non-profits around the Los 
Angeles area and was very excited to come to Long Beach and read to our children. Our children were enthusiastic and 
motivated about having a visitor and reading along with him. They were also happy to find out they were getting free 
books. The Peace Fund works to protect, educate and aid children living in extraordinarily difficult circumstances.  
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Ending the 
Year with 
Purpose 
 

 
  This quarter offers us the op-
portunity to share  our Annual 
Report which accompanies this 
newsletter. We are grateful to all 
our supporters throughout the 
year that make our programs 
possible. 
 

  I invite you to follow us on  
Instagram and like us on Face-
book to stay abreast of all the 
wonderful events happening at 
our centers. Young Horizons will 
soon offer an optional electronic 
version of our newsletter. If you 
prefer to receive your newsletter 
electronically, please email us 
with the subject: Electronic 
Newsletter and we’ll take it from 
there.  
 

  An important way YH stays con-
nected is through community 
involvement. With that in mind, 
personally, I am involved at the 
state, county and local level in 
affiliate groups that work toward 
a healthy, strong, early child-
hood education system for all 
children, families and communi-
ties. I have the honor of serving 
as the chair of the Los Angeles 
County Child Care Planning Com-
mittee as well as the state board 
for the California Child Develop-
ment Administrators Association. 
Through these activities, we re-
main a strong voice for children 
and families in our community. 
 

   As the year closes, I want to 
personally wish you a wonderful 
holiday season filled with much 
joy and love. Thank you for being 
a part of the YH Family. 

 
 

Sarah M. Soriano 
Executive Director 

Young Horizons Welcomes Eight New Board Members 
Committed volunteers help make our mission possible 

 
   Young Horizons has expanded its board to include eight new members. We welcome, Day-
sha Austin, Debra Fixen, Danita Humphrey, Daniel O’Leary, Lou Santana, Roger Scott, Sandy 
Wedgeworth and Dina Zapalski.  
 

   They bring expertise in the areas of engineering, property and facilities management, legal, 
health services and public service. These are a group of dedicated  individuals who believe in 
our mission and are committed to moving YH forward.  
 
 

Communicating for Results 
Hershey Cause Communications®    

Communication Plan Training 
 

   We are grateful to the Dwight Stuart Youth Fund, for the wonderful opportunity to 
strengthen our organization’s strategic communications with a program called  
Communicating for Results!, presented by Hershey Cause Communications.  
 

  This program helps nonprofit leaders use communication basics to strengthen programming, 
internal communications and fundraising. This capacity-building program helps nonprofits 
accelerate their impact and build a strong foundation for the future.  
 

  Our Executive Director and Administrative Assistant are taking part in this valuable training 
and working on expanding our communication plan. This is an exciting step towards making 
Young Horizons a stronger, vibrant organization.  

Your Donation Supports Our Programs 
YH Launches Fundraising Campaign 

    
   Give the gift of success.  You will soon find an envelope in your mailbox requesting support 
for Young Horizons programs. We hope you consider making a tax-deductible donation to 
Young Horizons this year. 
 

   Your support will help YH children gain the confidence and skills necessary to prepare them 
socially, emotionally, academically, and physically to enter Kindergarten, ready to interact 
and eager to learn.  If you would like to DONATE NOW you can send a check in the enclosed 
envelope or donate online at our secure website: http://yhcc-lb.com and click the DONATE 
NOW button. 
 

   With your donation you are helping terrific kids get a great start in life.  

http://yhcc-lb.com/index.html


Continuing Education for Teachers 
Staff Training day focuses on Success in the Classroom 

 
     In September we closed our centers to provide a day of 
training for our staff. Each year, we provide this training for 
our teachers to give them the latest information on class-
room management and teaching techniques. 
 

   Topics included strategies for working with challenging  
behaviors, communication with parents and staff and inten-
tional teaching. Our teachers had an amazing time learning 
about strategies and new ways to better serve the children  
at Young Horizons. A big thank you to Lakeshore Learning 
Materials and Kaplan Early Learning Company for providing  
the workshop presenters, raffle items and tote bags for our 
teachers.  This training will benefit teachers, parents and 
children.   
 

  Our teachers increase their capacity to improve the quality of their classrooms through 
these professional development opportunities.  

Event  
Calendar  

Join us   
 
Harvest Lunches 
11/15 North Pacific Center 
11/16 Grisham & Ludloff Center 
11/18 Central Pacific & Kohn Center 
Children receive a  full turkey lunch 
with all the fixins’ 
 
Half Day Preschool  
Closed for Winter Break 12/19 /16—
1/2/2017 
 
Parent Workshop 1/26 
A workshop will be offered to parents 
on preparing children for Kindergar-
ten.  We will review the school readi-
ness requirements as well as how to 
know if your child is ready.  
 
Self Evaluation Process 
Each year, Young Horizons invites 
community members to take part in 
our Environment Rating Scale evalua-
tions throughout the month of Janu-
ary and February.  If you are inter-
ested, please contact Danielle Triplett 
at 562 437-8991 ext. 18 
 
Holidays we will be closed: 
11/11 Veteran’s Day 
 
11/24 & 25 Thanksgiving Day and the 
following day 
 
12/26 & 27 in observance of the 
Christmas Holiday 
 
1/2/17 in observance of New Year’ s 
Day 
 
1/16/17 Martin Luther King Day 
 
2/20  Presidents’ Day 
 
All Centers will be closed on  
February 17th for staff training  
 
Mark your calendars for March and 
April now: 
March 2nd is Dr. Seuss Day—Read 
Across America. Come and read to 
the children at any of our 5 locations. 
 
April 24-28 is the Week of the Young 
Child. We will be having special days 
each day of the week for children and 
families to enjoy. Stop by and join the 
fun. 

Creating Parent/Teacher Connections  
Parents visit centers 

  
  Open House Meet and Greet was held at all centers in September. 
This was a great time for parents to talk to their children's teacher 
and find out more about the fun projects and activities children 
have been working on.  
 

  At Young Horizons, we always maintain an open-door policy and 
we welcome parents to stop by and visit their children throughout the day. Teachers shared 
the tasks and routines children follow that will help them be successful in school and in life. 

New Playground at Kohn Center 
Children have beautiful equipment to play and grow 

 
   The infants and toddlers at Kohn Center are now enjoying a new playground. Thanks to a 
grant from the California Department of Education, Renovation and Repair program, Young 
Horizons was able to start this exciting project in June.  
 

   The beautiful park-like playground was completed by month-end and was immediately ap-
proved by the infants and toddlers with smiles and astonishment. This is an important aspect 
of the children’s day because they get to explore and experiment with the new activities that 
help their developing bodies. 

Construction of our new 
playground underway. Our completed new playground. 



Board of Directors 

Young Horizons 
Child Development Centers 
501 Atlantic Avenue 
Long Beach, CA 90802 

To our friend (s): 

Our mission is to provide quality childcare and preschool programs in a caring, loving and learning environment. 

Young Horizons is a non-profit 501 (c)(3) organi-
zation serving children in Long Beach. Donations 
are tax deductible to the limit allowed by law. 

Founder: Dr. Gerhard Kohn 
 

Daysha Austin 
Debra Fixen 

David Haisley 
Danita Humphrey 

Ron Kulek 
Katie Larson 

Daniel O’Leary 
Rose Oxford - Chair 

Luis Santana 
Roger Scott 

Sandy Wedgeworth 
Dina Zapalski 

 

Advisory Board 

Dr. Martha Bernadett 
Edward Ludloff 
Michael Mais 

Roland Spongberg 
Ed Sudario 

Ron Whittaker 

Serving 416 children in five Long Beach locations 
 

Kohn Center/Main Office 
501 Atlantic Ave. 

 
 

Grisham Center 
11 A W. 49th St. 

North Pacific Center 
2418 Pacific Ave. 

Central Pacific Center 
1840 Pacific Ave. 

 
 

License #198000638 

Ludloff Center 
2650 Pacific Ave. 

 

 
 

Young Horizons is an equal opportunity provider and employer  
Office: 562 437-8991   Fax: 562 436-8847 

www.YHCC-LB.com 
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